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SUBJECT:  UPDATE  ON  WMD  PORTAL  DETECTION  IN  UZBEKISTAN  REF : A.  STATE  163194  B.  TASHKENT  2063  Classified  By:  DTRA  Fred  Carter  and  Poloff  Steven  I 
l.(S/NF)  Post  has  received  no  further  official  information  at  this  point  but  Charge  d'Affaires  has  requested  an  urgent  meeting  with  First  Deput 
T2 . (S/NF)  Responses  to  questions  follow:  Question  1: 

3. (S/REL  UZBEKISTAN)  Can  you  confirm  the  origin  of  the  train?  Initial  reporting  details  indicate  that  Kyrgyzstan  is  an  unlikely  point  of  origir 

4. (S/NF)  The  train  appears  to  have  originated  in  Kyrgyzstan,  then  transited  the  territory  of  Kazakhstan  before  arriving  in  Uzbekistan.  Questior 

5. (S/REL  UZBEKISTAN)  Is  this  a cargo  car  or  passenger  car?  If  this  is  cargo,  what  is  the  declared  cargo  in  the  railcar? 

6. (S/NF)  This  is  a cargo  car  declared  to  be  carrying  scrap  metal.  Question  3: 

7. (S/REL  UZBEKISTAN)  Where  is  the  material  now?  Is  it  in  a secure  location?  What  are  the  geographic  coordinates  of  the  location  of  this  incider 

8. (S/NF)  The  material  is  currently  at  xxxxxxxxxxxx(coordinates  are  xxxxxxxxxxxx,  xxxxxxxxxxxx ) but  will  be  transported  to  xxxxxxxxxxxx(coordine 

9. (S/REL  UZBEKISTAN)  What  is  the  standard  operating  procedure  in  Uzbekistan  when  these  types  of  alarms  occur?  Is  the  procedure  being  followed  i 

10. (S/NF)  Normally  when  an  alarm  occurs,  authorities  report  it  simultaneously  to  Customs  headquarters , Border  Guards  headquarters , and  the  Inst 
f.11.  (S/REL  UZBEKISTAN)  Have  Uzbek  authorities  notified  the  International  Atomic  Energy  Agency  (IAEA)  or  other  entities  of  the  alarm  (includinc 

12. (S/NF)  We  believe  it  is  very  unlikely  that  Uzbekistan's  authorities  have  notified  the  IAEA  or  other  entities  of  the  alarm.  Question  6: 

13. (S/REL  UZBEKISTAN)  Why  do  Uzbek  officials  think  the  material  could  be  cesium  or  uranium? 

14. (S/NF)  This  was  the  opinion  of  a technical  expert  who  saw  the  alarm  printout.  The  expert  provided  no  further  explanation. 

15. (SBU)  Action  officers  at  post  for  handling  incident  are  Fred  Carter  and  Steven  Prohaska,  reachable  via  xxxxxxxxxxxx  and  xxxxxxxxxxxx  and  ххг 
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